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. -Kaiser-*Hill Proposal: * 8 Year 

I 

. .  . _  . -  

. .  I 
.. ,_ . .  . .  

he Department-of En'ergygnd K&~er-Hill; the cpntractor', . term. -After 2003, only 300 workers willbe neededfor security. : .  _ .  . '  ' 

. I  . . , .  . .  managing the Rocky Flats cleanup, -released-a draft plan . . and.enviro<nmental mojitoring: . , . , 

in October that proposes to accomplish significant. risk, 
1 _ -  

. .  ' . z Cleanup of the outer 5,000 acres of the buffepzone. to 
reduction at the site in 'eight, years at a cost of,$6 $illion.. This 

' . . ' ' _ ' '  .plan:,'known.-as, the Acceleiated.Sit'e'Action'Aoject (ASAP), is 

' ' '  

- allow unrestricted use, cleanup of the inner 1,OOO.acres of the . :, ., 
' buffer zone to meet 's'tandaids for open space y e ,  cleanup of the . 

. . . .  
. .  

. r  

- .  

. 

.. . .  currently being.reviewed b'y regulators and the community. .. south 300 acres of the jndustrial areato meet,standards for 

.contaminated 200 acres.. . __ +.." . .  , .  

. ASAP represents a new; and faiily controversial,.approach for ' industrial/commercial use, and a landfill capcovering the most ,' d .  , , . 

'Most waste.,from clean,up and demolition will.be placed . ' ; ,, : , . 

* .  Bui.Idi&s&hout . .  future economic-value will be . 
. / '  ' . (continued on-Puge 7)  

. s . . .  
. .  .I 

, 
the future of Rocky.-Fiats.. Specifically, the.plan calls for: 

. .  or treated and'put into containerized storage waiting shipment. . .  under a permanent landfill cap'and monitored. . . ,  

. .  
* .Plutonium and ,transuranic (TRU) waste will be  stabilized 

off-site, but in safe and economical, cohfiguration'for the'long. . . ' , . 
. . > .  

. .  . . .  - .  ' -  . , .  . .  
. .  

. .  . ,  
. .  ; _.- 

' 

- .Lt. Governor Sees Window of 
, Opportunity for Cleanup *. 

Speciul Conrribuiion by Colorado Lt. Goveikor Gail Sc'hoettler 

. .' 

. .  
ur cdinmon gdal is.*to clehn up plutonium redoval a n d  p:ermanent dis- 

<Rocky Flats:, In a perfect world, the ' posal politically Very difficult. 'Cleanup 
technology is only very slowly catching 

' 

, 

. mination . .  cleankd up and the site returned -- up with the cleanup needs. The.down: 
plutonium ,would'be removed! the. conta- 

' ' 

, . '. ,to its historic-pristin-e environment,within . ,  sizing of activ.ities means'the possible 
.: ' '  ' :the-next five years. But; as we ~ all-know, ... : ',lay-off of knowledgeable, technically 
. .  . the world is not perfect-: -' , .  . ,-sophisticated employees who-would be 

valuable assets in the ne'w cleanup mis- 
: .' 

associat.ed with Rocky Flats will be with' 

. ' 

' 

has always been t&g-h.but now is-getting- :. sion. All ttiis.means:that.the problems . . 

even more,difficult. Congress is increas- 

~. . )  

Clelnini up sites~like Rocky Flats. . .  

- L!: Si.hoerrler$ ' 

. . , There is ~.n&w.~ense,of urgency. . 
aboht Rocky Flats,. For too -long employ- 

uncertain, future, with a'new missi'on . , 

now get on 4 t h  the j&. Reduced 
, , 

,. . 
" : ingly unwi1li.ng to pay the enormous' 

' 

. 'us'for a long time. .That',s the bad ne.WS. : . ' 

. . .  I cleanup t&at complejt'nucliar weapons' ' The good news is'that a wbdow'of , ees and management have faced,an:, ' -  . . 

sites; Enyironmental laws and regula- 

.back yard"-sentiment is even more pro-- 

s .  opportunity is opening on a new 'era .of 
' I. , tions'are ,under attack. The f'not in my ' .Rocky Flats. ,And. if .we play our cards . . .  focused 0; cleanup'>nd cloiure, we can ; , '. 

right, we Can seize the OppOrtUhit)! to pro- 
duce.8ome positive results for Colorado.. 

. . . , ' . .  < 
. I  ' 

x .  

'- *(continued on Page 7) ... '. .. ,A . I .  , .  
' . I  , . .  .' ' . noun'ced when nuclear materials like . 

. -  . 1 .  

~ , . plutonium- aie'at issue - making ,. 
. . .  . . .  . ,  . .  , .  

. I  ' , 
' . . I  

.. 
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- .  _ \ '  , .  
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1 

The 903 Pad: A/ Cleanup Challenge 

*W ith the exception of the solar ponds, probably no 
individual location at the Rocky Flats site has 
received more notoriety than the 903 Pad. This 

pad is the location where in the late 1950s and early 1960s 
Rocky Flats stored barrels filled with plutonium and chemical-. 
ly&ontaminated oil left over from the pit manufacturing 
operations., In those days, without benefit of laws and lack of 
any oversight, it was common practice for waste materials to 

. 

south. Groundwater contamina!ion includes both radionuclides 
and chemicals that were originally in'the barrels. Most of the 
groundwater. contaminatjon is from the chemicals and not from 
.the radionuclides, indicating that the chemicals move more ;' 
'freely through the soil column than do the radionuclides. . 

~ Identifying exactly where the groundwater contamination 
comes from is problematic because of the'other waste burial 
trenches and sites that'are.adjacent to the 903 Pad. - . . 

. What will ,be done ,to cleanup'this area?, The new corit& 
tor. for the site, Kaiser-Hill, has identified the 903 Pad Tea  as, 

. 
. ' 

, 

, 

one of its top ten areas to'address in the environmental remedi- 
ation program. One of the proposals to address cleanup is t i  
conduct an interim remedial action to go in and remove the 
"hot s.pots" of plutonium contaminated soil aajacent to the pad. 
Ideas and plans to address the groundwater contamination and 

-the materials directly under the cap are still being discussed. 
Possibilities range from complete removal to doing nothing to 
installing 'a more permanent cap structure over the existing cap. 

The Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board will be follow- 
ing the study and cleanup of the 903 Pad very carefully. If you 

1. would like to be involved in this process, pl'ease contact the - CAB.office at 420-7855 and ask to be placed on the mailing 
list for. the Environmental / Waste Management Committee. 

, 

. , .  

The 903padarea as it looked in 1962. . . 

be dumped and stored in the open environment. In the late 
I960s, the managers at the site realized that a problem existed 
because many of the oil barrels had corroded, allowing the 
contaminated oil to spill out onto the ground. In-an attempt to. 
'solve this problem, all of the barrels were removed and work , \. 

began to clean up the storage area. Unfortunately; during'this 
cleanup effort the contaminated soii was- disturbed and-easily 

' picked up by the high'winds so commbn at Rocky Flats, fur- 
ther spreading the p1,utonium contamination., The Health 
Advisory Panel'overseeing the Dose Reconstruction Project for - 

the Colorado'Department of Public Health and Environment 
lists the 903 Pad as one of'the major contributors tooff-site 
contamination from Rocky Flats; . 

- ' 

. ; 

. 

. a  

. -  
The same area as it looked ajier iristallatiotz of asphalt pad. 

Today, the 903 Pad is.acovered by a three-inch layer of . a 

. 
. 

.asphalt that was placed in.1968 to preventthe'further spread of 
- a n y  contaminants. Many questions come to mind as one . 
.begins to  contemplate how this n&orious site will be cleaned 
' up. What 'still remains under the asphalt cap? What will be 
.. done with the cap.and the underlying soils?- When will the 

, 

. 

, 
. work begin? The answers to. many of these questions are now 

being addressed. -._ : . 
, This summer, the Department of Energy released for. 

, .  review the results of the characterization studies that have-been .'. 

ongoing for the past seyeral years. This multiivol.ume report 
contains some interesting inform2tion. Perhaps the mos't sur- , 
prising is that'soil studies indicate that the highest levels of. t 

plutonium are not found directly under the asphalt cap as one' 
might suspect; but are found in exposed areas to the east and 

' 

. .  . .  

. , 

. 
.- . 

. .  . _  

1996Summit , 

A second annual Rocky Flats Stakeholder 
Summit is being planned for January 20, 
1996. If you are interested in attending, 
please contact Erin Rogers at (303) 420- 
7855. A registration deadline has been set 
for January 5 so that participants will 
receive-and have time to review back- 
ground materials prior to the Summit. . 

. .  

- .  



.ary Thompson and LeRoy Moore may not agree'on: _.  
the value-of nuclear weapons'and their usefulness as - . .,.' 

. -  . a deterrent,. I They may not agree about whether. there . 
.are acceptable qisks associated.with radiation exposure:' But. . - " 

~ . ' 

. J  

, '  . 

. . . ' -' about the future.:f Rocky.Flats needlo include the input and . 
.; they do agree on one'thing: whatever decisions are made . . .' ' ,, 

' - ;  ideas of those who are affected by those decisions.. ' .  

, . 1 . 1  ' at the University of Denver, he..was.convinced that nuclear' 
When LeROy Moore moved to Colorado i n  1974 to teach'. . 

-weapons posed'a grave threat to th'e .very possibilit.y.of ongo... : 
. ing human life ... But he knew'nothing of the existence of the 
. .nearby Rocky Flats nuclear.weaporis factory. ' I n  the spring.of . 

1978, Daniel Ellsberg; who was responsible fdr releasing the , 

.Pentagon'Papers; spoke at a disarmament.demonstration at ' ,  
,. Rocky Flats:. His remarks at. the ra1ly.inspi.red a several- ., ' . 

..c . ( '  weeksilong civil disobedience blockade of the railroad tracks, 
. .  . leading into Rocky.Flats. LeRoy.first learned abo;t.Rocky I : 

. _  . 
' , . - '  following spring he  was sitting on ,the tracks himself, along . .  .. 

. 

' 

. ' 

. .  

. . ;, 

I 

-. . 

. 

: '  : 

' Slats when he read reportsofthis civil disobedience. By'the " . .  . , , 

. . ' 
, . ." .,. 

, I  I 
. . .  . 

~ .. .. 

.. 
' ' 

. , '  : 'see if.'it wouldbe possible to bring class participants.to the.' 

with 300 other pepple.' -:: .. 
' '. , .  27 . . . Soon . affer'this.incident,'believing'that people needed,to-. I . -  

,. 

., . ' 

- I 

', ' I  

' 

_I 

_ _  know'more, LeRoy organized a course- on,Rocky Flats 'at . . 
-' what was then Denver Free University.: He called the plant to . 

site.for a. tpur. He, was told that the class members could visit .., 
j but that,,,because of his civil ,disobedience, he could not: The ' 

, ' ':person, to whom.-he spoke,suggested that;.instead, a presenta- *. 

'6pn could. be .brought to the class., Thus;'bn.a winter evening, 

. . 
. .  

( I  

. . .  . , 

Gary' Tli&ip.son is uii.a.s.sociate' 
engineer fpr Kaiser-Hill at Rocky 
Flak: Previously, he se&ed,us ' .' 

production tnonuger in Plutonirr!ri. 
Recovery., He hiis worked in the I. 

hiclearf idd for  26 years. seven. 
of those at the Grvannah Rive'r '. 
b b o r a t o ~ n t a t i d  19 ut Rocky : 

;Flat.s. Gary has a haclylors- 
dqr2e  in' chtrnicrrl erigiiiecrinfi 

.from the Utiiveriity-of Colorado, 
arid a Ph.D. in chemistrj from rhe 

. University oy ~ t q ~ i .  'He / i y &  i n  
LNorthglenri. - , , . . . a  

.. 

' ,  

LeRoy Moore"i.s a corisultarit with .' 
the Rocky Mou~itciin Peuce , . . 
CeriJer, which he helpedjouth i t ; ,  , 
1983: Priricipal author of the 
Citizens' Guide to Rockv Flats : , 3 

(1992), he lips followed tlie Rocky ' 

Flats issue clbsely. Le,Roy taught , 

it! various co!lege.s,-uriiversiiie 
and.theologicu1 serniriuries for 
decade-utid-a-liu& .He n o w  . ,, 
0ffer.s courses oii.nonvioleiit . ' 
socjal clibnge ut,the Urliversity'of '. , 
C?lorado, Boulder.- 'LeRoy holds .' 
u ,PI?. D. in religir;us'.stirdies uti(/ 

history from Clayemorit Graduute , 

Sthool in Culifortiia.' . , . .  

- .  , . . . \ '  
> .  . .  

. .  

fou'r'Rocky Flats employees arrived; slide 'Show in-tiand, t o  ' ' 4  

discuss the intemal.ahd extemal-environmknt at the plant. -' 

. >  Among them was Gary Thompson. .. 
, . '. 

As a chemical engineer and chemist,{Gary:s- professional. 
' 'career 'hs been in the defense industry. He'has workea with, 
. :. chemica1'agent.s at Rocky Mountain Arsenal, as. a test con-, 
. ,ductor for the third' stage of th'e Minuteman missile, and with.',: 
,-nucle& weapons materials. Gary believesin peace through 
strength,' that pehde is, be'st maintained . .  by. giving ,the. enemies' 

.of the U.S:A. what h& euphemistical1y.refers t oas  a "signifi- : 
cant personal interest," the'understanding' that retribution for 

'.Over the years,'Gary and LeRoy's paths crossed a few ' 

,: times. .In August 1979, Gary wrote,an op-ed pik'ce'f6r.both ': 
the Denver-Post and Rocky Mountain News, expressing h i s .  . 

: . views about the need for nuclear deterrence and inviting peo- . 
ple to a'pro-Rocky .Flats rally. . LeRoy wr0te.a rebuttal. Then, 

' during'CAB's formative stage in 1993, LeRoy was one of the 
~ first six Board. members chosen who in turn selected the . 

remaining members. Among them was Gary Thompson.. 
. 
' .  about an incredible'turn of events. ,Gary,and LeRoy:now 

: aggression wiil be s.wift.and 'inevitable. .. : . . ' . . .  , .  

.'' 

, 

' The endof production activities at Roc,ky Flats biought 

. .  

. - .  . .  
' \. : ' , .. I .  . : , .:. ' 

. ,  
' ,; ..work. together'closely a s  co-cha rs'of tke CAB Plutonium and . '. 

Special Nuciear Materials Committee. '. "Several years ago',.. . , 

:.LeRoy co.uidn't set foot on plant.site,"Gary recalls. "Now', 

,ing'together. I still don'tiagree with. LeRoy on non:violent, ' - .  , . ' . .  ' 

. .  

' , ' ' .  

. ' 

._.  as a CAB member; he is frequently'a guest: I never thought a 
, . . -couple.of pro: and anti-nuclear activists.could end'up-work: ', ' 

resistance - there are just to;. many,world leaders,who need. . .  

. .  
. '  - ' .  

. '. . 

' 

. that 'significant per?onal interest' for us to disarm - but I 
' ,admire LeRoy for hjs dedication; courage, and personal corn- 

. mitment'to his principles..J enjoy working with him on our ~ 

. assist in the cleancp of the site." 
. . .: : "Gary .and I signify the hope .of the-kind-of endeavor ." .  

. .  , 
' 

. . ' 
. - .. . ' 

., .new, mutually agreeable goal of doing ,the best ,we .can to , ', ' , 

. , 

. .  - 

. .  . . .  . 
I .  

' .I . 
we're involved. with'," says. LeRoy, ;;that- is, to discuss, o'ur dif- : ' + 

. ferences and come-to solutions that are good for everybody. 1 .  . . , 

, . ,  admire Gary for. his technidal knowledge,'have a great-respect : 
' ' 

, . for him and enjoy.working together o n  both the Board:and , I . 
. ' committee. .As for nuclear deterrence, while i:ts binefits 

' I .. aren't clear; we'.re:beginning to learn that the costs are very, . . 

; 

. .  
. . . .  

I .  

."high, not only in  this country but.also in the former Soviet . . .  

. .. . . . .Union.:' , 

> .  
. I  



. .  
’ Wastes- at Rocky Flats: -. 

the generation: storage, and disposal of ’ , 

. civilian nuclear wastes. The Department 
of Energy has been given the sole ’ . 

.authority .to regulate nuclear materials 

‘There is no comparable regulation by 

. 
generated by the defense program. . . .  

ties such as Rocky Flats. ,,. . 
states which host defense nuclear facili- . 

. The bottom line of these laws is that 
the state of Colo;ado and other states 
with defense nuclear facilities can regu- . 
late the !‘hazardous”- component. of mixed 
(i.e. radioactive and hazardous) wastes’ 
through the authority,given by RCRA, 
but they have nbauthority to oversee . . ’ 

.what tiappens with.:the straight wastes. . - 
‘This authotky rests golely‘with the 
Department of Energy to determine how 
the straight wastes are stored, and where 
and how they will be disposed., 

The next challenge for understanding 
wastes.is to sort through’the terms low- . 
IeGel, transuranic, and,high-leyel. . . , . 

-,Inthition wodd lead one to believe that 
low-level wastes would contain the’least - .  . .. 
amount of radioactivity, transuranic the 
next amount, and high-level the most. 
Unfortunately, intuition makes too much 

’ sense.’ .Other factors come in to, play in 

. 

. -  
’ 

,. 
.- 

’ ~ ’ 
< .  

defining’these terms. . . I .  . 

The two types of nuclear .wastes . , 

under these categories at Rocky Flats are 
Iqw-level and transuranic (commonly : 

’ written as TRU, pronounced “true”). 
The.word “transuranic” comes from an 

’unde&nding of chemistry. The’basic 
building block‘s of.ourzhemica1 sur- ’ 

. ’ 

terms because what ultimately happens to @V authority through the Colorado roundiqgs are the elements, such as 
these wastes depends upon what type Hazardous Waste Act: An important - - > -  - >  - - - _ - _ -  

j . CAB RECOMMENDATION: 
’ CAB passed a waste management recor 

This recommendation to the Departmeni 

they are. 

at Rocky Flats is whether they are - 
“mixed” or “straight” wastes. Mixed 

‘ point to know is that RCRA and the 
State law-s do not regulate nuclear or The first.distinction made in wastes 
radioacti )re materials. 

Radioactive materials-are regulated . 
wastes are those that have both a “haz- 
ardous” and a “radioactive” comppnent. 
Straight wastes have only radioactive . 
constituents. The first reaction when a 
person hears this distinction is to com- 
ment, “W.ell, aren’t radioactive materials 
hazardous?” Indeed they are but the dis- 
tinction is made via legal definitions. 

try’s>environmental protection laws is the 

’ ‘ One of the backbones of this coun- 

. . according toBnother federal law, the 
1 Atomic Energy Act: This act separates 

out the regula‘tion of nuclear materials 
based on’whether they. are.generated by 
the civilian sectoi.such as hospitals; 

. research’labs, and commercial power . 
plants, or through the‘defense nucle‘iu. . .  

.. program. The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, as well as states which 
have written comparable laws, oversee. 

opposes the development of a waste di 
- , , requests DOE develop plans for long-tt 

; stipulates that any waste facility must b 
1 

o-opposes acceptance of waste from othl 
, requests a national dialogue on waste 
1 encourages DOE to vigorously pursue 

- 1 Flats; - 

waste must be fully retrievable; 

. I waste benign. 



. . .  . . . . .  . . .  . .  . . .  . . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . -, . I .  

carbon, oxygen, the different metals, and . 

... . .  . . . . .  . ' . , ' 5 , .I :<. . . . .  . \ _ -  , I  . . .  
. .  ; , ~ , . ' .  . .  ~ 

. L .  

. .  I I ' .  . 
. . -  

. .  ' .  . '. . :cHemists.'in the'pgriodic table in which ; ., 

. . . . .  Chemists refer.to.any radioactive element. .. _I . .  I, . .  - - _  . . I 

'. ,. -"transuianic"'element. Pldtiqihm is,d,ne . ',. ' 

\: : .:- of these transuranic elements, so wastes': - 

. '  containing'plutonium-arereferred t o a s  .'.Transur,anic '. . ' (TRU) .-.570 cubic.-meter.s' ' ,  .'..: . .28 truckloads. . ,  : .  ;;'.. 1 , .  

. . . .  . .  ' . . ', _ .  . . . .  . . .  . . .  " .;:. *: - .  . ,:transuranic,wastes. . J .  , . '  

. I .  

' . 
. .  

' . ' .:each.element;is'assigned a number. . ,.:;- Hazardous '. . '- . .L 338:cubic mete.rs. . ' ', " .;. .'17'trUCkload& :. .'.. ' I .  

. . . . . . .  . .  , .  . .  ! .  " 

. .  * . I  

% ,  . 

. .  
' - , q  ' 

, .  + .  

. 
, 1  

..:266 truckloads 
. ,  ;<. . ~- 

, ,. . . . .  . . . .  - /  

.-whose number'in the periodic:table is , .. -. Low-Level,. ' .'., .. 5,256 - .  &bic meters' ~ : -  ' 

. -  
. -  ' 

_ .  : 

. .  . .  
. -  

I . . -  . . I .  ' .  ;, . * .  

. ,  . -  . ,  . 'greater _ .  , . than uianium as being a .. ': I . 

. L ~ ~ - L ~ ~ Q I  Mixed . , 16,560 dubic :meters: ., ;. , 838 truckloads. '. . .  . . .  . .<_I ' .. . I  

. I . .  . . .  , .  

. .  .. . ,  
' L '  . . .  

\ ' 

, F  

. .  

. J , ,  
; 

. ,  . . . .  
, .  

. . , . .  .. . . . . . . . .  
I -  

C .  ,;: 
, .  

. .  
. . _ .  . .  . , . ,  . . 

. .  
. . .  

. .  

. . . . .  . . .  

. _  , . .  
., . :: , i ~  - . .  

. . .  
' ,One problem-with this.simp 

1 -- - '  crdated:an'.arbitrary' measufemen 

. . . . . . .  centration of.radioactivity is below a . . . .  , '  , 

, .  . ,  levei" wastesr(for the technically. : 1 
^. . -,. . ".oriented, 'thfs level 'i's 1,OO nyocuries ;per '., 

." ,_ . .. :-gram). ,. 'Many of these 'low-level"'w? 
''1 . ~ contain radioactive materials 0ther:than;. . - 'I 

' )  'plutonium,. . but :wa_Stes ;hat-do'contain 
. , ' Jonium in a concentration below the ' .  . 

. I . .I ' threshold aiso are called 'low.-level., ' T  
.: I .' . _ .  . plutonium is found in. both Crakiiraii 

. . .  . '- ,, . " . and low-level . .  wastes at Rocky Flats.. 
~. . - ' .- It is.importanf to, point out that a '  

, ~ .'. '. - third type.or, definition of nuclear +aste 
. . . . .  ..': .exists; namely,.,high-level wastes. The .: 
.:' - . , definition ofshigh-1evel"is not based 
I , . th;es~oldconcentiation c,u:t-ofC simii 
' 

. I that found. between transuranic and low 
' . 'I *,.levkl-but rather;high-level'refers'to.'. I , ,  . . .  

.-. ' ..wastes that.are generated directly fr0m.a . 

- .  ' ' nuclear reactor si& as'a nuclear 
,. 1 ' plant.or !he defense reactois at:$ 

. . '  ': . Hanford sife:in!Washington state - 1  

. . . . .  
* ,  

RU.Mixed' ;. .;.'.' 1 ' 584 cubic :meters. ,: : ',3b':truckloads*-.' :':' .:; : 
. . . . . .  . _  . 1. 

~. 
I _ .  . ,  

. I  - 
1 .. : ...  

assurning'tot'al solar ponds., - . , . .  : .. , . 

. I .  4 .  . .  . .  , , -  . I  , . .  . .; tion. is,ihat the nuclear industry h 

.. 'cleanup, cleanup 0f;bufferzone hot,spotsi& significant industrial area soil . . .  cleanup. '. , 
I . c&tain threshold.,are referred fo as 'low- - , , .  

. .  

..... .'*,Soil Contatnina;ion . . . .  300,OOO~~cubi~ . . .  m'eters, . ,  : . . i:~,i82-&~1iibiiis ' - :  I 

. ,  1: . . .  ;: I . ' > _ '  . I  - .  
, ?  

I .  
. I (  I . .  

.' which stafes that'anx'wastes. whose con- . , $ . .  , : . . 

*Thk'is an Estimate based on projections of waste generati 
. . , ' . -  - ' .  . . . . .  . .  ' .  . .  . .  

, . I ,  

,. 

'- 

. . ,  - 

1 .  

r .  . .  .. , 
. .  

, ,. . 
--& - -- - , - I- - - 
I 7= L 
nendation on October 5, 1995. 
f Energy states that CAB: * 

iosal facility at Rocky Flats; . . .  
n storage' for all waste currently at Rocky * 

fully monitorable and upgradable and the 

facilities for treatmiint or storage; 
licy; and 
wte treatment technologies to make 

, s  

^__x__x_______x __ - -:-- lil 

Nevada'has been reluctant.to issue a' per- 
.'. mit." There is a-private facilityin Utah; 

EnviroCare; that is iermi\ted and cur- . 

begins.in earnest to clean up.the:Rocky" 
Flats-sife,'the amount'of 'waste requiring. 

., , . .  
.-* di4posal will increase dr.am$ically. The ' .'. . . . .  

~~ent1y:accepts low-level mixed wastes .'- .diallenge'for the Dep&-tme.nt, of Energy;.. 

'facilities are:available,-sucl;"factors' as' . . 

.-cost?and transportation risks, affect-the these materjals are.taken-&re of for as . : . 

I Rocky.Flats. -,-, . _ _  . . .  ' ' .  ,. . . ,  Theunfortunatk dilemma is-that, for many _' ~ . I ,  . 

will be disposed of at the Waste Isolation of years. . . -  
Pilot PriJectiWIPk),located near , . .  

, . I ,  , 

. - ' .  . 

:-.. . . .  

.. ,from Rocky: glats. :Even thou& these : . . .  :. ' the-regulators and the citizens."living'ne?r ', 

sites ,such,as Rocky. Flats i i  t2see that-' - , .  , ' ''A' . ,  , * .  

. . .  :- 
.amount ,of waste that &,shipped from. . , , . 'long as the materials remain dangerous. I 

What 'about the tran'suranic  and^" , '.. - radioactive materials . ,  such as plutonium,.: 
-I . .  ' 

-' transuranic mixed,Lwastes? Thecurrept.. ';. .the period of danger is measuredlin terms- , - .  *' ' 

plans are thatthese two forms of'waste: , . of-tens.and even hun?reds of thousands ;. , . , 1 .  . . 
.r . , .  

. . . . .  . .  
. I /  

. _  
- , , ,  ~ - . .  
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This Issue: The Pantex Citizens Advisorv Board i 
. - . ,_ - . - 

The Rpcky Flats Citizens Adv&ory Board is one of nine Site-Specifit Advisory Boards (SSABs) that have been formed at 
former nuclear weapons production sifes. Other SSABs are' in the planning stuges. In each issue of The Advisor, we spot= 
lighi the activrdes of one of these boards. This article was contributed by Stacy Mansoor of the PPCAB staff 

he Pantex Plant Citizens Advisory. 
Board (PPCAB) is an independent 

. .  i: T, body ' with a balance of diverse 
.interests affected by- Pantex .Plant activi- 
ties. The.primary.mission of the PPCAB . 
is to provide informed recommendations 
and advice to the Department of Energy ' 

. environmental, and: waste management ' 

aspects of all past, present, and future . 

Pantex activities, including the associated . 
costs and benefits. , 
. Pantex Plant is America's only ' ~ 

nuclear weapons assembly and disabsem- 
bly facility. It is located,on the High 
Plains of'the,Texas Panhandle, 17 miles 
northeast of Amariilo: Pantex is centered 
0n.a 16,000;acre site in'caison Cquntj. 

,. . a conventional bomb plant for the U.S. 

.. (DOE) concerning.the health, safety, 

. .  

I .  ' 

' 

Pantex was originally constructed as ' 

. Army.during'the early. days, of World 
War 11. .As  were many war-era munitions 

: . .  ' . plants;-Pantex was deactivated after the'- 
war ended: In 195 1, at the.request of the 

. AtomkEnergy Commission'(now the 
DOE), ,the Army reclaimed the plant and 
l0,OOQ surrounding acres for use as a ' 

nuc1ear:weapons production facility.. 

M a s o n X  Hangar-'Silas-Mason Co., Inc. 
Mason &,Hanger employs .approximately 

-2,950 workers. Pantex .has five primary' ' 

. 

- . 

. 

' - 'Todaythe plant I s  operated by 
. . .  . 

' *  To fabricate chemical- high explo- 4 

TO asiemdle nuclear weapons for 

To maintain and evaluate nuclear 

To maintain and evaluate nuclear I 

weapons becngketired,from the stockpile. 
5 . To.ierie as-an interini stbragesite 

, for plutonium components from retired. 

Several studies,are underway to rec- 
I ommend a new., 'more,efficient .Structure 

for,DT)E's nuclear weapons'complex. 
Wtiile Pantex could iee an expansion of 
operations as a result of.this. restructuring, ' 

. it is also possible that some Pantex opera- 
tions could be' moved elsewhere, or-that 
the.plant might shut down altogethe6 . . 
The future will become clearer in,the next 
few years. . . ' 

. The PPCAB.is a'20-member Board. 
,The stakeholder categories represented on 

-' the PPCAB are neighbor (within one mile 
of the perimeter of Pantex), area resident 
(within,the nine counties closest to.the 
Pantex P1ant);'regional resident (resident 

.of the 26-county Texas Panhandle area); 
current Pantex worker, labor organiza- 
tion, agricultural sector; environmental 

,organization; ,business, local'government, 
and academia. Diversity factors include 

, sive components for i~uc~kar  weapons. 

the nation!s stockpile. 
.. 

' weapons,in the stockpiie. 
. ,  

. -  . weapons. 

' +  ' - operational missions: , - " ~. . geography, technicalhontechnical, Ben- . 

., der, and racelethnicity.. *. ' . 
. .  

I .  
. .  

* , '  \ : . 
. .  

, .  I .  

* .  
. .  

- . .  . .  

. G  

, . Focus areas for 1995 have included ' 

the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act.permits and process; the DOE Site ' * 

Development Plan; plutonium, tritium 
and uranium; Siie Treatment.Plan; and 
health effects. ' 

Budget and'Fimnce, Community ' 

Outreach,.Policy and Peksonnel, 
Nomination;,, and Training and Programs. 
The Board formed five ad-hoc task forces , . ' 
in June 1995 toifdfill the need for con- ., 
centrated efforts on specific,Board ' ' : . 
interests. The.task forces are: . + ' 

Environmental..Restoration, Future-of the 
Complex, Public Participation,and . I . , , 

Information, Sitewide Envir.onmen&d . . 

Impact 'statement, &ifwaste . ._ 
Managem'ent. , ' , , .  ;- .. I 

Management Programmatic . ' . ' I  

. ,  L . -  

The PPCAB has five subcommittees: . .  - 

. I  

. ' , ' 

. . ,  ' 

- The Board has offered official advice !. 

on the recent Stockpile Stewardship and ' . ' 

Environmental Impact Statement, the . , 

Environmental Restoration budget, and 
the Agreement in Principle with .the State ' , 

~ ' .  The-PPCAB advises ihe DOE and 
may also offer .advice or respond to issues 
raised- by- federal; state, or local p&icipat- 
ing and.enforcement agencies. The' . 
Board will .always remain.accountable to 
the public and.will seek to promotecom-. 

:meetings are open to the pubiic. 

. _  
. .  . .  of Texas. . .  

' I 

- e  

munity involvement. All. PPCAB ., . .  - 
I .  

. .  
. .  

. .  
* %  . . ,  
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The Advrsor is published quarterly by the Rocky Flats Citizens 
' 

. ''CAB RiI§§ION STATEMENT 
Advisory Board (CAB). The Executive Editor is Linda'Murakami. 
Please send you? questions, suggestions and ideas to: The pocky hlats Citizens Advisory Board, (1 nonpartisan,' 

broadly representative, independent advisory board with 
concerns related to Rock31 Flats activities, is dedicated to 
providing informed rekwninendatioiis arid advick to the 
ugencies (Department of Energy, Colorado Departinent of 

Protection Agency), government en?ities and other interest- 
ed ,&ies on polic); and technical issues and decisions 

Erin Roger;, Managing Editor 
Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board 
9035 Wadsworth Parkway, Suite 2230 
Westminster, CO 8002 I 

. 
I 

1 - 

Except aspoted, all a@cles are written by CAB staff: Erin Rogers, 
Deb Thompson, Ken Korkia and $sa Hansdn. To request a 
change of address or to add or remove your name,froin the mailing 

(303) 420-7855 Fax (303) 420-7579 
* and Environment and fhc E1'vironmeizta!d 

list, contact Deb Thonipqon at the above address and phone nuni- 
bcr. Material may be reprinted if credit is given. The CAB is 
fundcd under a 1995 grant of approximately $300,000 sponsored 
by the U.S>Department of Energy. . 

to waste rnarlagement associated activ- 
ities. The Board is dedicated to public involvement, 
awareizess and education on Rocky.Flats -issues. . 
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February 
I Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board Meeting 6 - 9:30 p.m. - , Westminster City Hall 

h 

5 CAB Site Wide Issues Committee - 7 - 9 p.m. . Westminster City Hall 
15 CAB EnvironmentallWaste Management Committee 7 - 9 p.m. Westminster City Hall 
20 CAB.Plutonjum and SNM Committee 7 - 9 p.m Westminster City Hall . 

- I 

Rocky Flats Public Meeting Calendar 
December 
6-7 Health Advisory Panel Technical Work Sessions 
6 Health-Advisory Panel Public Meeting 7 - 9  p.m. . Westminster Ramada . 
7 Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board Meeting 6 .- 9:30 p.m. Westminster City Hall 
1 1 CAB Site Wide Issues Committee ~ ' 7 - 9 p.m. Westminster City Hall 
I9 CAB Plutonium and SNM Committee 7 - 9 p.m Westminster City Hall, 
2 1 CAB EnvironmentallWaste Management Committee . ' 7  - 9 p.m. Westminster City Hall 

8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Denver Marriott Southeast 

Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board 
9035 Wadsworth Parkway, Suite 2250 
Westminster, CO 80021 
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